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SUB J : EDITORIAL COMMENT ON PASSAGE OF BAUXITE LEGISLATION 

1. FOLLOWING EDITORIAL APPEARED IN JUNE 12, DAILY GLEANER, 

AND REPRESENTS MODERATE JAMAICAN OPINION OF RECENT EVENTS. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

POINT OF NO RETURN 

JAMAICA HAS NOW PASSED WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED THE POINT OF NO RE- 
TURN WITH THE APPROVAL BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE LEG- 
ISLATION REGARDING THE GOVT'S NEW BAUXITE POLICY. IN OTHER WORDS, 
THE POLICY HAS NOW BECOME LAW AND THE COUNTRY IS FULLY COMM 
ITTED TO THEIMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEW POICY AS WELL AS TO WHAT- 
EVER CONSEQUENCES THERE MIGHT BE. 

THERE IS NO QUESTION OF RETRACTING NOW IF PRESSURE IS PUT ON 
THE COUNTRY. AND LET THER BE NO DOUBT IN ANYONE’S MIND, PRESSURE 
CAN BE BROUGHT TO BEAR IN ONE WAY OR THE OTHER. IT IS PROBABLY 
WELL THAT THE GOVT HAS TAKEN A FIRM DECISION AND PUT THROUGH THE 
LAW WITHOUT DELAY. AT LEAST, IT HAS BEEN MADE CLEAR TO INTERE- 
STED PARTIES THAT THERE IS NOTHING FURTHER TO BE DONE. HAD THE 
GOVT WAIVERED FOR A SINGLE INSTANT JAMAICA WOULD HAVE LOST THE 
INITIATIVE. 

THE GENERAL OPINION OVERSEAS SEEMS TO BE THAT JAMAICA HAS 
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PEN. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THE GOVT HAS GAMBLED: BUT THE ODDS ARE 
NOT AS HIGH AS SOME WOULD LIKE TO THINK. IT IS NOT EASY FOR THE 
BAUXITE AND ALUMINA COMPANIES TO WRITE OFF THEIR VERY LARGE INV- 
ESTMENT IN JAMAICA. THEY MAY DO IT OVER A LONG PERIOD OF TIME, 

BUT ONLY IF THEY FIND ALTERNATIVE SOURCES OF BAUXITE WHICH ARE 
CHEAPER. KEEPING IN MIND THE CLOSENESS OF JAMAICA TO THE US AND 
CANADA AND THE SHIPPING COST ADVANTAGES. 

WHAT IS MORE, AS FAR AS IS KNOWN, THERE WAS NEVER ANY 
TALK OF NATIONALIZATION, THE JAMAICAN GOVT STATED WHAT IT WANTED, 

AND WHEN THE BAUXITE COMPANIES REFUSED TO MEET THE DEMAND THE 
GOVT SIMPLY SAID THAT THE COMPANIES HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO PAY. AS 
FAR AS IS KNOWN, AT NO STAGE HAS THE GOVT SAID THAT IF THE COMPANIES 
FAILED TO COMPLY THEIR INVESTMENTS WOULD BE NATIONALIZED. THE LAW 
IS NOW THE LAW AND THEY MUST PAY. 

THE REAL ISSUE SEEMS TO BE WHETHER A SMALL COUNTRY SUCH AS 
JAMAICA CAN BRING BIG INTERNATIONAL GIANTS TO THEIR KNEES. 

ALL OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES HAVE THEIR EYES ON JAMAICA TO SEE 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN. BECAUSE THEY TOO WOULD LIKE TO GET THE SAME 
TREATMENT FOR THEIR PARTICULAR PRIMARY PRODUCTS. THE DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES AND THE MULTI-NATIONAL CORPORATIONS ALSO HAVE THEIR 
EYES ON JAMAICA FOR THEIR MONOPOLY POSITION COULD BE CHALLENGED. 

IT HAS PROBABLY WORKED TO JAMAICA'S ADVANTAGE THAT NONE OF THE 
OTHER DEVELPING COUNTRIES HAVE JUMPED ON THE BAND WAGON AND STARTED 
MAKING SIMILAR DEMANDS; OTHERWISE A GREAT DEAL OF PRESSURE MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN BROUGHT ON JAMAICA. 

WE NOTE WITH SATISFACTION, THAT THE UNITED STATES STATE DEP- 
ARTMENT HAS REMAINED SILENT ON THE MATTER. IT HAS BEEN THE CUSTOM 
IN THE PAST FOR THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO BRING OUT THE BIG STICK 
AND DEFEND AMERICAN INTERESTS. WE HOPE THIS SILENCE NOW IS DUE TO 
A NEW PHILOSOPHY WITHIN THAT DEPARTMENT - A PHILOSOPHY BORN OF 
THE REALIZATION THAT MOST OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES HAVE LEGI- 
TIMATE REASONS TO PROTECT THEIR SOVEREIGN RIGHTS. END TEX. 

GERARD 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, BAUXITE, LAW, POLICIES, PUBLIC ATTITUDES, BUSINESS FIRMS, INVESTMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 JUN 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: izenbeiO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974KINGST02047 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 53-081 4 
From: KINGSTON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740649/aaaabptg.tel 

Line Count: 94 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: izenbeiO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16 SEP 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <16 SEP 2002 by elyme>; APPROVED <14 FEB 2003 by izenbei0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EDITORIAL COMMENT ON PASSAGE OF BAUXITE LEGISLATION 
TAGS: EMIN, JM, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




